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For further information about the SEHF, and the work under this strategy contact:

Empty Property Officer (Chair of SEHF)
01273 293297/3035

housing.strategy@brighton-hove.gov.uk 
Brighton & Hove City Council

4th Floor Bartholomew House
Bartholomew Square

Brighton BN1 1JP

6,723 privately owned homes were reported as being empty for 
more than 6 months across Sussex in 2007*.  Councils in Sussex 
believe that empty homes are not a ‘stand alone’ issue and the 
condition or use of a house can greatly affect the local area and 
most of all they are a wasted home.  Every empty home brought 
back into use is another home for someone; whether it is a private 
buyer or a tenant.  

The thirteen local authorities that make up East and West Sussex 
and Brighton & Hove may differ widely but have shared aims 
when it comes to privately owned empty homes.  Empty Homes 
Officers in each authority work to bring them back into use by 
offering help and advice to the owner.  Grant funding is available 
from some authorities, and as last resort, councils can use 
enforcement options.  The local authorities in East and West Sussex 
work together through the Sussex Empty Homes Forum with 
wider membership including the County Councils, The Housing 
Corporation, The Empty Homes Agency and National Association 
of Empty Property Practitioners. 

The Forum provides a strategic framework for a co-ordinated 
approach to empty homes work.  It complements individual 
council’s strategies to deal with privately owned empty homes.   
Brighton & Hove City Council and authorities in East Sussex also 
work to a sub-regional target through the BEST programme of 
Private Sector Renewal Funding.   

*Housing Strategy Statistical Appendix 2007
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Strategic Framework 
2008-2011
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Making the best 
use of Resources

Consistency and 
Partnership

Sharing  
knowledge and 
best practice to 

increase  
performance

•	 Devise and adopt a Sussex-wide performance measure for  
	 empty property

•	 Collate quarterly performance figures based around this  
	 measure

•	 Hold two Good Practice workshops each year

•	 �Create a sub-group to facilitate spend of the £1.8 million 
awarded to Brighton & Hove and East Sussex to spend on 
Empty Homes under the BEST programme; working with the 
BEST Working Group as appropriate

•	 Launch this Strategic Framework and hold other awareness  
	 events throughout the region

•	 Participate in national organisations and campaigns relating to  
	 empty property 

•	 Produce and adopt a protocol for Freedom of Information Act  
	 queries in the region

•	 Have a standing agenda item of Equalities and Human Rights 
	 to consider the implications of empty property work in a wider  
	 light

•	 �To encourage and develop additional cross-boundary working 
between authorities including Sussex-wide publicity and other 
initiatives



Adur District Council
(01273) 263017
arjan.dejong@adur.gov.uk 
www.adur.gov.uk 

Arun District Council
(01903) 737692 
publichealth.housing@arun.gov.uk
www.arun.gov.uk/eh 

Brighton & Hove City Council 
(01273) 2923297 / 293035
housing.strategy@brighton-hove.gov.uk 
www.brighton-hove.gov.uk/emptyhomes

Chichester District Council
(01243) 785166
www.chichester.gov.uk 

Crawley Borough Council
(01293) 438000
ps.housing@crawley.gov.uk
www.crawley.gov.uk

Eastbourne Borough Council
01323 415303
emptyhomes@eastbourne.gov.uk
www.eastbourne.gov.uk/emptyhomes

Hastings Borough Council
0800 085 8967 / 01424 781305 
emptyhomes@hastings.gov.uk
www.hastings.gov.uk/empty_homes

Horsham District Council 
(01403) 215202
housing@horsham.gov.uk
www.horsham.gov.uk

Lewes District Council
(01273) 2923297 / 293035
lewesemptyproperty@brighton-hove.gov.uk
www.lewes.gov.uk

Mid Sussex District Council
(01444) 477589
sarahi@midsussex.gov.uk
www.midsussex.gov.uk

Rother District Council
Tel : (01424) 787878 
www.rother.gov.uk

Wealden District Council
(01323) 443321 
privatehousing@wealden.gov.uk
www.wealden.gov.uk 

Worthing Borough Council
(01903) 221326
PrivateSectorHousing@worthing.gov.uk
www.worthing.gov.uk

East Sussex County Council
(01273) 481000
www.eastsussex.gov.uk

West Sussex County Council  
(01243) 777100 
www.westsussex.gov.uk

Housing Corporation
0845 230 7000
www.housingcorp.gov.uk

Empty Homes Agency
020 7022 1870
www.emptyhomes.com

NAEPP: National Association of 
Empty Property Practitioners
www.naepp.org.uk


