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Learning & Development course
Housing and the Localism Bill 2011
Tuesday 6 December 2011

This course is designed for:

The Localism Bill 2011 is expected to receive Royal Assent by December 2011 and begin coming into force in early 2012. It will include far-reaching changes to social housing tenancy rights, homelessness and allocations law which no housing professional can afford to ignore.

Join housing solicitor and popular trainer Mark Robinson for this one-day seminar to get to grips with what the Bill will mean once its in force, and explore the implications for current and new social housing applicants/tenants. 

Key Aims 

· To provide delegates with an understanding of the changes to housing law which will be made by the Localism Bill

· To give delegates the opportunity to apply the new law in practice

· To give delegates an opportunity to evaluate the new law in the light of other relevant areas such as human rights law and the Equality Act 2010.

Seminar Content

· New fixed term “flexible tenancies” in Council housing - the end of a “tenancy for life”? 
· Implications for existing secure and assured tenants 
· How the new tenancy type fits with introductory and demoted tenancy regimes 
· Decisions not to renew flexible tenancies and possession proceedings – issues under Articles 6 and 8, European Convention on Human Rights 
· Other rights of flexible tenants 
· “Affordable rent” tenancies 
· Secure & assured tenancies and death – all change for succession rights for family members of secure tenants, a new framework for additional succession rights at the landlord’s discretion 
· Homelessness – when can a Council discharge the full homeless housing duty by offering accommodation in the private rented sector, what legal controls are there over such offers of accommodation and when will the duty revive? 
· Termination of the homelessness duty by acceptance of an offer of long term temporary accommodation 
· Housing Allocations – new powers to refuse access to the housing list 
· Changes to transfer applications 
· The new Local Authority duty to publish a tenancy strategy – how it relates to other strategic duties 
· The new framework for the regulation of social housing 
· Complaints to the Housing Ombudsman – new rules on how to complain and enforcement of determinations.

Suitable for

This is an area of the law which no adviser or housing officer can afford to ignore. It is essential that those advising landlords and tenants, housing authorities and housing applicants can give practical and proper advice on what the new law will mean. Housing advisers, housing solicitors, temporary accommodation managers and RSL and local authority housing officers should consider this seminar essential.
About the trainer

Mark Robinson has been a full time housing law practitioner since 1987. He worked for Shelter from 2002 till 2011, initially as a solicitor and then in a specialist support consultancy role, before returning to housing litigation in 2008. Mark trains extensively in housing law and practice and is the housing subject editor for the Citizens Advice publication ‘Adviser’.

Morning
	09.45
	Arrive - Registration


	10.00
	Introductions & objectives

	10.15
	Focus exercise – current rights of secure and assured tenants

	10.30
	Localism Bill 1 – flexible tenancies and affordable rent tenancies

	11.00
	Localism Bill 2 – changes to succession rules

	11.15
	Break

	11.30
	Case Study 1

	11.50
	Case Study 2

	12.20
	Human Rights and Equality Act 2010 issues

	12.45
	Exercise

	13.00
	Lunch time (lunch not provided)


Afternoon
	14.00
	Focus exercise – discharge of homelessness duties under s193 1996 Housing Act

	14.20
	Localism Bill 3 – homelessness

	14.45
	Case Study

	15.15
	Break

	15.30
	Localism Bill 4 – allocations

	13.50
	Exercise

	16.10
	Localism Bill 5 - other provisions 

	16.30
	 End of seminar


Trainer:  
Mark Robinson, Shelter

Date:  
Tuesday 6 December 2011

Venue:  
Brighton & Hove City Council, Committee Room 3, Hove Town Hall, Norton Road, Hove, BN3 4AH (map)
Course fee:  
£100 (An additional £20 is applicable to organisations who are not BEST members.)

To book: 
Please download a BEST booking form from this website and email it to best.learning@brighton-hove.gov.uk 
